Under the Patronage of HE President of the Council of Ministers of Lebanon

Mr. Fouad Siniora

*Arab Economic Forum

11 –12 May, 2006

Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel, Beirut

WEDNESDAY: 10 May 2006‏
17:00-19:00
Registration at Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel

20:30
Reception hosted by Bank Audi -Audi Sardar Group at Villa Audi, Sofil Gardens
DAY ONE: Thursday, May 11, 2006

08:30-09:30
Registration at Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel 
09:30-10:30
Opening Ceremony:
· Mr. Raouf Abou Zaki, General Manager, Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal
· Dr. Francois S. Bassil, Chairman, Association of Banks in Lebanon

· Mrs. Farida Khambata, Vice President, International Finance Corporation (IFC)
· HE Abdul Rahman Al Attiyah, Secretary General, Gulf Cooperation Council
· HE Riad Salamé, Governor, Central Bank of Lebanon
· HE Fouad Siniora, President of the Council of Ministers, Lebanon
10:30-11:00 
Presenting Arab Economic Forum Lifetime Achievement Award
11:00-11:30
Tour of the Exhibition and Break

11:30-12:30
Session: “Impacts of High Oil Price on Economic Outlook and Reform in the Arab Countries”

Session’s Chairman: HE Badr Al Humaidi, Minister of Finance, Kuwait
Speakers:

· Dr. Jassim Al Mannai, Director General Chairman of the Board, Arab Monetary Fund

· HE Dr. Mohamad Halaiqa, Former Deputy Prime Minister, Jordan

· Dr. Henry Azzam, Chairman, Dubai International Financial Exchange (DIFX) and CEO, Amwal Invest

· Dr. Walid Khadoury, Business News Editor, Al-Hayat News Paper
12:30-12:45 Discussion
12:45-13:30
Session: “Outlook of Economic Reform”


Speakers:

· HE Dr. Jihad Azour, Minister of Finance, Lebanon 

· HE Dr. Ziad Mohammad Fariz, Deputy Prime Minister and Minster of Finance, Jordan
· HE Dr. Mahmmoud Mohieldin, Minister of Investment, Egypt

13:30-13:45 Discussion
13:45-15:30
Lunch hosted by BankMed at Phoenicia Intercontinental Hotel

15:30-15:45
Keynote Address: “Outlook of the Banking Industry in the Arab Markets”

· Mr. Lars Kalbreier, Global Head of Equities and Alternatives Research, Credit Suisse
15:45-16:45
Panel Discussion: “The Road Ahead for Arab Banking”
Moderator: Dr. Joseph Torbey, Chairman and General Manager, Credit Libanais and Chairman of Union of Arab Banks 

Panelists:

· HE Hamood Sangour Al Zadjali, Executive President, Central Bank of Oman
· Mr. Abdulkarim Abu Al Nassr, Chief Executive Officer, The National Commercial Bank, Saudi Arabia
· Mr. Nemeh Sabbagh, Executive General Manager, BankMed, Lebanon 
· Mr. Ziad Makkawi, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai Bank


16:45-17:00 Coffee Break

17:00-17:15 Keynote Address: “Creating Global Brands”

· Mrs. Nicole Piasecki, Vice President, Business Strategies and Marketing, Boeing Commercial Airplanes

17:15-18:15
Panel Discussion: “The Road of Arab Companies to Globalization”



Panelists:

· Mr. Mohamad Al Abbar, Chairman, EMAAR Properties

· Dr. Saad Hamad Al Barrak, Chief Executive Officer, MTC Group

· Mr. Nasser Al Nowais, Chairman, Rotana Hotels

· Mr. Marzouk Nasser Al Kharafi, Deputy President, Kharafi Group of Companies; Chairman and Managing Director, Kuwait Food CO. Americana, Kuwait

· Mr. Ghazi Attalah, Managing Director, Service Providers -Emerging Markets, Cisco Systems

21:00
Dinner hosted by International Finance Corporation (IFC) to Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of IFC at the Swimming Pool, Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel. 

DAY TWO: FRIDAY, May 12, 2006

09:00-10:00 
Session: “Will Free Trade Lead to More FDI?”

Session’s Chairman: HE Sami Haddad, Minister of Economy and Trade, Lebanon 

Speakers:

· HE Dr. Yousif Al Zalzalah, Minister of Commerce and Industry, Kuwait
· HE Dr. Ahmed Al Goueli, Secretary General, Council of Arab Economic Union

· Dr. Abdul Rahman A. Al Zamil, Chairmam, Zamil Group, Saudi Arabia
· HE Dr. Jawad A. Anani, Chairman, Al Basira Media & Economy Consultancy, Jordan
10:00-10:15 Discussion
10:15-10:30 Keynote Address: “Kuwait Economic Outlook and the Next Agenda of Economic Reform”
· HE Badr Al Humaidi, Minister of Finance, Kuwait
10:30-10:45
Keynote Address: “Investing in Saudi Arabia” 
· HE Amr Dabbagh, Governor, Saudi Arabian General Investment Authority, Saudi Arabia
10:45-11:00
Keynote Address:

· HE Sheikh Tariq bin Faisal Al Qasimi, Chairman, Sharjah Commerce and Tourism Development Authority

11:00-11:15
Keynote Address: “Mauritania Economic Outlook”

· Dr. Mohamed Lemine Ould Raghani, Economic Advisor to the President, Mauritania 
11:15-11:30
Coffee Break

11-30-12:45
Panel Discussion: “Where are the Arab Stock Markets Heading for in 2006?”
Moderator: Dr. Henry Azzam, Chairman, Dubai International Financial Exchange (DIFX) and CEO, Amwal Invest

Panelists:

· Mr. Abdullah Salem Al-Turifi, Chief Executive, Securities and Commodities Authority, UAE 

· Dr. Said Al Sheikh, Chief Economist, The National Commercial Bank
· Mr. Haissam Arabi, Managing Director, Asset Management Group, Shuaa Capital, UAE

· Mr. Ahmed Tantash, CEO, Jordinvest 
· Mr. Hashem Montasser, Managing Director and Head of Regional Asset Management, EFG-Hermes

12:45-13:00    Keynote Address: “Investment Trends in The Global Hedge Fund Business”
· Mr. Antoine Massad, Chief Executive Officer, Man Investments Middle East Ltd

13:00-13:20 
Keynote Address: “Private Equity and its Role in Developing Value and Restructuring The Corporate Sector in Companies in the Arab Countries”

· Dr. Karim Al Solh, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Gulf Capital

13:20-13:30 
“Islamic Private Equity”

· Mr. Khaled Hassan Rashed, Vice President, Abraaj Capital; Director, Amwal, Qatar

13:30-15:30
Lunch hosted by Association of Banks in Lebanon at Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel
16:00-16:15 
Mr. Salah A-Mayyal, Managing Director, Levant Holding, Kuwait
16:15-16:30
Mr. Akram Abou Hamdan, General Manager, National Resources Investment and Development Corporation (Mawared), Jordan

16:30-16:45
Dr. Nasser Al Chammaa, Chairman and General Manager, The Lebanese Co. for the Development & Reconstruction of Beirut Central District S.A.L. (Solidere)

17:00
Interactive Session with the President of the Council of Ministers of Lebanon, HE Fouad Siniora at Intercontinental Phoenicia Hotel

20:30
Dinner hosted by HE Saad Rafic Hariri at Kraytem Residence and presenting the Rafic Harriri Leadership Award and the Basil Fleihan Young Leaders Award (attendance by Invitation Cards). 

*This program is subject to change as seen necessary by the organizers
16:45-17:45   Workshop (Carthage Hall): “Investment’s Outlook and Opportunities”


Presented by: Dubai International Financial Exchange (DIFX)
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