




Historical Highlights 

AEF was first launched in 1992 as the Arab Investment and 
Capital Markets Conference. With its 16 yearly consecutive 
editions all held in Beirut, the Arab Economic Forum has become 
the most influential economic and financial forum in the Arab 
region. It is one of the few occasions in the region that brings 
together prime ministers, ministers, central bankers, bank and 
business leaders, investors and renowned experts all under one 
roof. AEF has become the most recognized platform to debate 
ideas, exchange views, launch initiatives and network with 
business, government and civil society leaders from across the 
region and other countries. 

Throughout the years, the Arab Economic Forum hosted several 
prominent International and Arab figures such as H.E Dr. Mahathir 
Bin Mohamad, the former Prime Minister of Malaysia, Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashed Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of UAE Ruler of Dubai, Mr. Rajap Tayyeb Ardogan, the 
Prime Minister of Turkey and the late Mr. Rafic Hariri, who was 
the honorary chairman of the event since 1996 as well as Prime 
Ministers, Ministers, Governors and business leaders from both 
private and public sectors. On average, AEF mobilizes yearly, 
more than 1000 to 1200 eminent participants from over 30 
countries, and 40 prominent and diverse speakers, reflecting 
the spectrum of business and policymaking in the region and 
worldwide.  

As for the Lifetime Achievement Award, the concept of this award 
started with the Arab Economic Forum, and aimed at honoring 
the life time achievements of few of the most prominent figures 
that influenced the world economy. Throughout AEF, several 
lifetime achievement awards were presented to honor several 
prominent Arab figures, among which were:

HH Mohammed Bin Rashed Al Maktoum Prince of Dubai & Prime 
Minister of UAE
H.E. Abdallah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Energy and Industry, Qatar
H.E. Ali Bin Ibrahim Al Noaimi, Minister of Petroleum and Mineral 
Resources, Saudi Arabia
HE Ibrahim Al Assaf, Minister of Finance, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
HE Mohammad Abalkhail, Former Minister of Finance and National 
Economy, Saudi Arabia
H.E. Badr Al Humaidi, Former Minister of Finance, Kuwait
HE Mr. Adnan Kassar, Former Minister of Economy, Lebanon
H.E. Dr. Ali Zumae, Chairman and Managing Director, AREF 
Investment Group, Kuwait
HE Riad Salame, Governor, Central Bank of Lebanon
HE Amr Dabbagh, Governor, Saudi Arabian General Investment 
Authority, Saudi Arabia
H.E. Ghassan Tuéni, Member of the Lebanese Parliament, and CEO 
and Chairman of An-Nahar Newspaper
Mr. Said Khoury, Chairman, Consolidated Contractors Co.
HE Sheikh Hamad Al Sayyari Governor, Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency 
H.E. Sheikh Rashid Bin Humaid Al Nuaimi, Chairman, Municipality & 
Planning Department-Government of Ajman, UAE
Mr. Abed Al Majid Shooman, the late CEO & Chairman, Arab Bank 
Group
Mr. Faisal Hamad Al Ayyar, Managing Director & Chief Executive 
Officer, Kuwait Projects Co. (Holding)
H.E. Khaldoon Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the Executive Affairs 
Authority of the Government of Abu Dhabi, CEO and Managing 
Director, Mubadala Development Company
Dr. Naaman Al Azhari, Chairman General Manager, BLOM Bank, 
Lebanon
Dr. Jospeh Torbey, Former Chairman, Union of Arab Banks
HE Adbullatif Al Hamad, Chairman & General Manager, Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social Development
Dr. Abdul Rahman A. Al Zamel, Chairmam, Zamel Group, Saudi 
Arabia
Mr. Mohamed Ali Alabbar, Chairman, EMAAR Properties
Dr. Saad Hamad Al Barrak, Chief Executive Officer, MTC Group 
Ms. Lubna Olayan, Chief Executive Officer, Olayan Financing 
Company
Mr. Juma Al Majid, Chairman, Juma Al Majid Group, UAE
Mr. Robert Fadel, President of Young Entrepreneurs Program 
«Bader», and Vice Chairman of ABC, Lebanon
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Full name (with title)	                              Full address
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I want to register for the Arab Economic Forum (AEF)
I would like to sponsor Arab Economic Forum (AEF). Please send information
I would like to advertise in the Arab Economic Forum (AEF) Special Issue of Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal magazine. Please send 
information
I would like more information about promotional opportunities
As a delegate in this event, I would like to subscribe in Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal Magazine and benefit from 20% discount

Please photocopy this form for additional delegates

PLEASE FILL ALL FIELDS

REGISTRATION FORM

REGISTRATION FEE: Methods of payment

Lebanon: Tel: 961 1 780200 Fax: 961 1 780206    Kuwait: Tel: 965 22409552, 965 97835590 Fax: 965 22409553 
Riyadh: Tel: 966 1 2932769/ 966 50 4401367  Fax: 966 1 2931837   Jeddah: Tel: 966 26141855  Fax: 966 26519465

Cairo: Tel: 20109338373, 2011 8384482 Fax: 202 22389700    Dubai: Tel:  971 4 2941441 Fax: 971 4 2941035 
Doha: Tel: 974 4945140 Fax : 974 4830841    E-mail: conferences@iktissad.com    www.iktissad.com

  Check drawn on New York (in US$), 
      to the order of “Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal”

  Bank transfer (in USD) to Audi Bank, Gefinor Branch, Beirut,  
      Lebanon.                 
      Account no: 18622–461–002–034- 58

  Credit Card:      Visa     Master Card

Card No:-------------------------------------------------------      

Expiry Date:----------------------------------------------------     

Signature of cardholder:-------------------------------------

• Registration is not final until payment is settled

• 900 USD  + 10% (VAT)
• 20% discount for each additional delegate from the 
   same company 
• Fees include conference papers, social events and coffee 
    breaks
• Substitutes are welcome
• Deadline for registration is on 20/03/09
• In case of cancellation:
• - 100% of the fee will be refunded before 15 /03/ 2009
•- 200$ service fee will be charged until 23/03/2009   
     - No refund is made after this date.

TRAVEL  & ACCOMMODATİON 
Upon registering for AEF, you will receive full details of accommodation facilities and rates from our Operations Dept.

Please photocopy this form for additional delegates

Under the Auspices of H.E. Fuad Siniora 
President of the Council of Ministers of Lebanon



9:30 – 11:00     Opening Ceremony 

1:30 – 3:00       Lunch

11:00 –11:30    Inauguration of the Conference Exhibition and Coffee Break 

3:00 – 4:15:      Session 3: Impact of the Crisis on the Arab Countries 

 Expected developments in world financial markets in 2009.
 Towards new strategies for utilizing liquidity: where can investors head now?
 Prospects for world currencies and the future of the dollar.
 Weaknesses and growing risks in the world banking industry and their implications for the future.
 The new investment paradigm: Maximizing profit or protecting capital.

 The future of oil prices and implications of their current decline on the region’s economies: The winners 
   and losers.
 Impact of the crisis on liquidity, government budgets and development policies and projects.
 Implication for inter-Arab investment flows: Will the crisis encourage a reverse flow of Arab surplus funds  

   into the region.
 The crisis and the future of Arab economic cooperation. 

12:30 – 1:30     Session 2: Expected Developments and Risks in World Financial Markets, and Future 
                          Investment Strategies

11:30 – 12:30   Session 1 - The Developing Crisis and its Near-Term Implications
 Situation of the global economy and expected effectiveness of policies and measures to overcome the impact  

   of the crisis.  
 Risks, challenges and future perspectives.
 Will the crisis bring about a new international economic order? 

4:15 – 5:30:      Session 4: The Crisis and Arab Banks
 Extent to which the crisis has impacted asset quality and profitability in Arab banks.
  A review of 2008 results and projections for 2009.
 Extent to which the crisis reduced domestic lending in the Arab countries, and how effective was monetary  

   policy in overcoming this?  
 Expected impact of the more strict lending guidelines and stagnant stock markets on bank incomes from the  

   use of funds.
 Liberalization or a return to closed markets?  will the crisis lead to a setback in policies to open up banking  

   and capital markets? 

Forum Program Day One: 2 April 2009

Part I - The World Economy

Part II – The Arab Economy



9:00 – 10:15   Session 5: The Financing Gap and New Strategies to   Finance the Domestic Economy  
                                              and Development Projects 

 Analysis of the direct effects of the crisis on the main Arab real estate markets 
 The future of major Arab real estate projects and inter-Arab real estate investment flows. 
 Situation of the main Arab real estate companies.
 Impact of the downturn in real estate activity on the engineering and contracting sector.
 Impact on the Arab construction materials industry (steel bars, cement, and other industries) in local and   

  export markets.

 Improving the quality of education and training in the Arab world to meet future development requirements.
 Promoting continuing education and re-training as means to absorb the rising number of unemployed due  

   to the crisis.
 Investment required expanding capacity and developing the quality of education in the Arab world. 

10:15 – 11:30    Session 6: Impact of the crisis on the Arab Real Estate Sector

11:45 – 12:45    Session 7: Education and Training – An Investment in the Future

 Assessing the financing gap in the Arab economies and its impact on development, business activity and  
   project flow: The bank financing gap and the capital markets financing gap.
  Strategies for financing infrastructure and mega-development projects in light of the prevailing financing gap. 
 Strategies and measures to meet the financing requirements of the main economic sectors, new businesses  

   and SME’s.

Forum Program Day Two: 3 April 2009

11:30 – 11:45    Coffee Break

 Policies and corrective measures taken to contain the effects of the crisis on the Arab world: What has  
   been achieved so far and what is necessary and possible for the next phase.
 The future of globalization and the threat of a return to protectionism.
 A vision for future joint Arab economic action.
 Oil surpluses and their potential use in economic stimulus programs.
 Role of Arab investments abroad and Arab sovereign funds.  

Workshops, seminars and B2B meetings

12:45 –1:45    Session 8: Lessons of the Crisis and the Future of the Arab Economy 

	        The Arab Investment Forum




