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A new era has started in Lebanon after the Doha Conference, the election
of General Michel Sleiman as President of the Lebanese Republic, and the
formation of the new national unity government.

Now that it has demonstrated once again its resilience and adaptability during
the period since the summer of 2006, the Lebanese economy is recovering
strongly with recent indicators showing increased activity in all the main sectors
and a rapid pickup of optimism, project work and investment expenditures.

But the tasks awaiting both the private and public sectors in Lebanon are
not easy in terms of the actions and policies needed to make up for lost
growth, and to benefit from Arab support and investment flows to meet future
development targets and face up to the new challenges arising from the
international financial crisis.

Against this backdrop, Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal in cooperation with the Central
Bank of Lebanon, the relevant ministries and the Investment Development
Authority of Lebanon (IDAL), are organizing the Friends of Lebanon Conference
for Investment and Finance: From Paris 3 to Beirut 1. The Conference will
analyze economic prospects in Lebanon, and focus on the vital role of Arab
aid and investments in bringing about a renewed take-off.

The conference is expected to attract a wide and high-powered level of
participation, including prime ministers and ministers, the top officials of Arab
and international financial organizations and institutions, and leaders of public
organizations and private enterprises from different countries in the region,
particularly countries and organizations that participated at both the Paris
Il and Ill conferences, and other conferences and meetings held to support
Lebanon over the past two decades.
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Day One:

Wednesday, November 19, 2008: 17:00 -19:00 Registration of participants at Phoenicia Intercontinental Hotel

Day One: The Arab and International Economy after the Crisis

08:00 - 09:15 : Registration of participants at Phoenicia International Hotel

09:30 - 10:30 Opening Session: — Addresses by the organizers.
— Inaugural address on behalf of the patron of the conference.

10:30 - 10:45 Keynote speaker: The New Economic Vision for Lebanon in the Aftermath of the Global Financial Crisis

11:00 - 12:00 Panel | The Global Economy after the crisis: A New Order or Continuity?

The crisis that has swept world money and financial markets has undermined confidence in the global
financial order and the premises that have underpinned it for more than two decades. Emergency
solutions by governments went as far as the partial or total acquisition of troubled banks, blanket
guarantees of deposits and the repeated pumping of liquidity in markets across the globe.

This session will discuss the following issues:

B New trends unveiled by the crisis.

® How the global economy will fare in coming years?

m How can developing countries contain the aftershocks of the crisis?

B New policies for a new era.

AR EHETCIN B Impact of the Crisis on the Arab Countries

The regional impact of the global financial crisis has included sharp falls in stock markets, and a contraction in liquidity
and bank lending, in addition to the fast decline in oil prices. This wide ranging impact has confirmed the interdependence
between the Arab and global economies, and highlights the need for new policies that would accommodate changing
realities in the market, contain their adverse fallout, and maintain an acceptable economic growth in the years to come.

This session will focus on the following issues:

m Midterm repercussions of the crisis on the Arab countries (growth, inflation, unemployment).

m New economic and monetary policies required to contain the effects of the crisis.

B |mplications for foreign direct investment in the region.

® Does the region need government rescue plans as in the United States and Europe?
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RHIERHINELIRI B Arab Financial Markets and the Crisis

The global financial crisis led to a sudden drying up of liquidity in several Arab markets, a rise in inter-bank rates, a sharp
decline in Arab stock markets, and thus necessitated government and central bank intervention in some cases to pump
liquidity into the markets and to guarantee bank deposits, as well as other measures. Bank results for 2008 are expected
to reflect the impact of the crisis as will as an expected tightening of lending, and continued weakness and instability in
regional stock markets:

This session will focus on the following issues:

m Expected repercussions on bank performance in 2008 and 2009.

B Projected monetary policies in the region in 2009.

m Will the crisis lead to mergers and acquisitions in the Arab banking industry?

B Factors that will determine the future performance of Arab stock markets.

B |s government intervention enough to stem the market decline, and what strategy for the

Arab investor in the next phase?
B Does the sharp decline in equity prices on Arab markets present a buying opportunity?

14:00 - 15:30 Lunch

16:00 - 17:00 Panel IV Real Estate Markets after the Crisis

The real estate sector seems to be the most affected by the crisis due to liquidity shortages and a retrenchment in lending
to the sector. As a consequence, real estate prices could go through a painful correction in most regional markets.

This session will focus on the following issues:

m Lebanon’s renewed appeal and possibilities of a revival of Gulf investment in the country’s real estate sector.
® How far can the price correction go?

B Impact of the price correction on the financial strength of leading real estate development companies.

® Development strategies for leaner times.
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Friday, November 21, 2008

Day Two:

Day Two: Lebanon’s Economic Outlook After the Crisis

(ERIEREE N ZTE I Prospects for The Lebanese Economy in Light of the International Financial Crisis and its Impact on the Arab World.
B Expected positive and negative effects of the global crisis on Lebanon’s economy.
® |mpact on the main economic sectors, (largely as a result of a possible economic slowdown in the Guilf).
m Will the crisis boost Lebanon’s status as a haven for Arab investments?

m Will the crisis slow down economic recovery? And what are Lebanon’s new priorities for the coming phase.
B Setting the stage for a national economic dialogue: Alternative visions and proposals on economic reform,
development policies and the prioritization of development projects.

11:30 - 12:00 Break
11:20 - 12:30 Panel Il The Investment Environment and Investment Opportunities in Lebanon

B |nvestment opportunities in traditional sectors (industry, real estate development, trade, tourism, services and
financial services, efc...)

B |nvestment opportunities in new sectors (healthcare, tourism, high technology, services, etc...)
B |nvestment opportunities in infrastructure projects and public utilities.

B A presentation of projects available for investment in various sectors.

12:30 - 13:30 Panel llI Encouraging and Financing Young Entrepreneurs in Lebanon

®m The “Bader Initiative» to encourage young entrepreneurs

m Ways to encourage and promote creativity in Lebanon.

m Developing the legal and economic framework for supporting business initiatives.
® The importance of smart money in financing new initiatives.

m Transparency and good governance as prerequisites for securing financing.

®m SMEs and their role in the next phase

[EEINETEI Lunch hosted by the Central Bank of Lebanon

16:00 - 17:00 Panel IV From Paris Il to Beirut I: Will the Crisis Affect Arab and International Commitment to the Support of Lebanon?

® Financial support needed for the next phase and the chances of securing it internationally and from Arab countries.

B Pre-requisites for securing economic support and how could they be met.
®m Can Lebanon realize all its Paris Ill commitments and what are the obstacles?

m Sector reforms required.
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[ I want to register for the FRIENDS OF LEBANON CONFERENCE FOR INVESTMENT & FINANCE.

[] I'would like to sponsor the CONFERENCE. Please send information

[] I'would like to advertise in the CONFERENCE lIssue of Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal magazine. Please send information

(] I would like more information about promotional opportunities

[ As a delegate in this event, | would like to subscribe in Al-iktissad Wal-Aamal Magazine and benefit from 20% discount
Please photocopy this form for additional delegates

4 PLEASE FILL ALL FIELDS

Prefered Full name (with title) for Badges (callf za) JolSHI s

I | | |
Occupational Title da gl

| || |
Company AS, 8

I | | |
Mailing address Type of Business

| || |
City Country

I | | |
Telephone Fax

I | | |
E-mail Website

I | | |

= 700$ USD +10 % VAT. [] Check drawn on New York (in USD), to the order of
“Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal”

[] Bank transfer (in USD) to Audi Bank-Gefinor Branch

m Deadline for registration 11/11/08. Beirut, Lebanon.

Account no: 018622-461-002-034-60 SWIFT: AUDB LB BX

m 20% discount for each additional delegate from the same company.

m Fees include conference papers, social events and coffee breaks.

= In case of cancellation::

-100% of the fee will be refunded before 20/10/08 [ Credit Card: [ Visa [IMaster Card
- 2008 service fee will be charged between 20/10/08 and 06/11/08 Card No:
- No refund is made after this date.

m Registration is not finalized until payment is settled. Expiry Date:

Substitutes are welcome.

Signature of cardholder;

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION
Upon registration, the Operations department will provide you with full details of travel & accommodation facilities and

Lebanon P.O. Box: 113/6194, Hamra, Beirut 1103 2100 Tel: +961 1 780200 Fax: +961 1 780206
Riyadh: P.O. Box: 5157 Riyadh 11422 Tel: 966 1 2922769/966 1 2932769 / 966 50 4401367 Fax: 966 1 2931837

Qatar: P.O. B ox: 747 Doha-Qatar Tel: +974 4877442 Fax: +974 4873196 United Arab Emirates: P.O. Box: 55034 Dubai Tel: 971 4 2941441 Fax: 971 4 2941035

Kuwait: Tel: 965 2409552 / 965 7835590 Fax: 965 2409553
E-mail: register@iktissad.com  www.iktissad.com






