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After the success of the first and second forums held
in 2003 & 2005, Jordan Economic Forum JEF 2008
will be held in Dead Sea, Jordan on March 02 and 03
2008 and is expected to draw more than 800 high pro-
file participants from the region, including government
ministers and policy makers, business leaders, finan-
ciers and investors,representatives of international
organizations, and CEQO’s of leading international and
regional corporations.

Jordan Economic Forum 2008 will be held under
the Patronage of H.M. King Abdullah Bin Hussein
Il and organized by Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal Group in
cooperation with the Jordan Investment Board.

Since its inception in 2003, the Jordan Economic Forum
has been a leading economic event in Jordan and the
region focusing on economic and investment develop-
ments in the Kingdom, combining relevance in its cover-
age of issues, a high caliber of speakers and participants,
advantage in terms of coverage, and networking power.

JEF 2008 comes at a time of continued growth and
expansion in the Jordanian economy, but also growing
challenges of adjusting to higher oil prices, maintaining
the flow of foreign direct investment, pushing ahead with
the privatization program and meeting the threat of rising
unemployment. The forum will provide an ideal platform
for a full discussion and analysis of these and other
timely issues.

JORDAN ECONOMIC FORUM

Highlights (2003 - 2005)

Inits first year, JEF was held at the Intercontinental Amman, under the Patronage of H.M. King Abdullah Bin Hussein 1
and with the presence of the late Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafic Hariri as the guest of honor. JEF 2003 attracted 850
participants from 28 countries, included 7 sessions with 25 speakers, and was sponsored by 15 leading institutions.

The forum was path breaking in its in-depth discussion of the economic reform agenda, the investment climate and
investment opportunities, and sector developments in Jordan, as well as the effect of changes in Iraq on the Jordanian

economy.

The Second Jordan Economic Forum ( JEF 2005 ) was held after the bomb attacks in Amman during that year and
articulated the strong support of the Jordanian private sector, as well as the regional one, for the government. The
forum attracted more than 800 participants and was sponsored by 25 prime private and public Jordanian and regional

institutions.




JORDAN ECONOMIC FORUM
Jordan’s Leading
Marketing Platform

JORDAN ECONOMIC FORUM
Achievement Awards

Jordan Economic Forum has served as a platform to launch
new projects and products from Jordan to the Pan-Arab market.
In 2005, the forum successfully witnessed the launch of the
“Tourism and Hotelier Scholarship Fund” by Saraya Holdings,
the JordInvest First Arab Fund for Jordanian Investors, and the
major “Madinat Al Sharq” project by Mawared. JEF witnessed a
level of interest and attendance that resulted in a high level of
awareness on the part of key decision makers of the potential
of the Jordanian market, as well as wide press coverage both in
the local and regional media.

Saraya launching its Tourism &
Hotelier Scholarship Fund

Mawared launching Madinat Al Sharq

Al-lktissad  Wal-Aamal Group presented the Lifetime
Achievement Award during JEF 2003 and 2005 to the following
leading business figures for their contribution to the Jordanian

economy:

m Mr. Abdul Hamid Chouman
® Mr. Ibrahim Dabdoub

® Mr. Zouhair Khoury

® Mr. Elia Nuqul

® Mr. Nasser Al Kharafi

KING ABDULLAH BIN HUSSEIN Il honored JEF
By Accepting the Life Time Achievment Award
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Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal Group

Promoting Investment in Jordan

In addition to its bi-annual forum in Amman, Al-lktissad
Wal-Aamal Group works closely with the Jordanian
public and private sectors to promote investment
opportunities in Jordan through its unique platform
of conferences and editorial coverage.

The Group has developed four annual Special Issues
of Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal Magazine on the Jordanian
economy as well as offering exposure and networking
opportunities for Jordanian delegations in the
following forums during the last two years: the Arab
Economic Forum, the Turkish-Arab Economic Forum
2005, the Qatar Economic Forum 2006, and the Abu
Dhabi Economic Forum 2007.

JIB in Turkish-Arab Economic Forum
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ADC in Qatar Economic Forum
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¢+ The pace of steady growth continued in 2007 reaching
5.8% during the first three quarters of the year compared
with a total of 6% during 2006. Inflation as measured by
the consumer price index moderated to around 5.35%
during the first eleven months from 6.1% in the same
period of 2006.

$» The main dynamics of economic growth were a rise in
exports and investment spending, increasing domestic
liquidity, a growth in bank deposits and lending to the
private sector, and robust activity in the construction, real
estate, tourism and services sectors.

¢ Domestic liquidity grew more than 10% during the first
eleven months of the year while bank deposits increased
9.4% to reach nearly JD 16 billion. Outstanding credit
facilities jumped 16% during the same period from their
level at the end of 2006 to JD 11.3 billion. As a result, total
assets of the banking system grew 12% up to November
2007 after an increase of 15% in 2007. Banks continued to
build up their shareholders’ equity such that consolidated
capital accounts rose nearly 23%, thus reinforcing the
growing strength of the banking system.

®+ MAIN TOPICS ON

JORDAN ECONOMIC FORUM

¢ Total investments benefiting from the Investment Promotion

Law rose to a new record level of JD 2.22 billion up the end
of November 2007 from JD 1.8 billion at the end of 2006, a
rise of nearly 21%.

The general budget deficit showed a fairly small increase of
nearly JD 78 million during the first 10 months of 2007. The
outstanding domestic public debt thus grew JD321 million in
this period to around 29% of GDP. External debt increased
only slightly, by JD 65 million, to 46.3% OF GDP.

Jordan’s total merchandise exports, comprising domestic
exports and re-exports, increased a further 11% during
the first 10 months of 2007 after a jump of 20% in 2006.
However, imports grew at a faster rate of 14% reflecting
rising domestic consumption, thus resulting in a 16.6% rise
in the trade deficit during the period in question.

Foreign currency reserves grew by US$ 862 million or 14%
to US$ 6.96 billion at the end of November.

The Amman Stock Exchange mirrored the pace of activity in
the main sectors and benefited from rising domestic liquidity,
such that the share price index rose 26.6% up to the end of
November 2007.

THE AGENDA OF JEF 2008 INCLUDE:

m Recent developments in the Jordanian economy and 2007-2008 prospects.

= Impact of the regional situation and regional instability on economic performance and risks.

= Progress of the privatization program, problems and issues.

m The investment climate and new reform measures.

m Real estate projects and investment prospects in the real estate market.

m Banking developments and prospects.

= Investment strategies and opportunities on the Amman Stock Exchange.

= Doing business in Jordan: Case studies on the performance of Arab investment projects.
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ECONOMIC FORUM REGISTRATION FORM

Yes, | want to register for Jordan Economic Forum
Please send details on sponsoring Jordan Economic Forum
Please send details on advertising in Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal magazine

OoOo0OO

As a delegate in the event, | would like to subcribe in Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal Magazine & benefit from 20% discount
Please send details of promotional opportunities

All fields must be filled

Full name (with fitle) Full address

| | | |
Position Country

| | | |
Company City

| | | |
Type of Business Mailing address

| | | |
Telephone E-mail address

| | | |
Fax Website

| | | |

[] Check drawn on New York (in USD),

. . :
E?‘asclgfcftf%é%rlljserence pepers, sedel o to the order of “Al-lktissad Wal-Aamal”
L] Bank transfer (in USD) to Banque Libano-Francaise,
m In case of cancellation: Mazraa branch Beirut, Lebanon.

A tno: 1034115.66 SWIFT: BLFS LB BX
- 100% of the fee will be refunded before 1/2//2008. ccount no

- 200 USD service fees will be charged between 1/2/2008. | [ Credit Card: [J Visa L[] Master Card
and 17/2/2008.

- No refund will be made after that date. Card NO:--oomem e
m SUBSTITUTES ARE WELCOME Expiry Date:-----coooooooooooooooooooo oo
m DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS ON 22/2/08 Signature of cardholder:------=-=-=--eeeee .

REGISTRATION IS NOT FINALIZED UNTIL PAYMENT IS SETTLED

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION

UPON REGISTERING FOR JEF, YOU WILL RECEIVE FULL DETAILS OF ACCOMODATION FACILITIES AND RATES FROM OUR OPERATIONS DEPT.
PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM FOR ADDITIONAL DELEGATES

Lebanon: Tel: +961 1 780200 Fax: +961 1 780206, Saudi Arabia: Riyadh: Tel: 966 1 2922769/966 1 2932769 / 966 50 4401367
Fax: 966 1 2931837, Jeddah: Tel: +966 2 6141855 / +966 50 5683337 Fax: +966 2 6519465,
United Arab Emirates: Tel: 971 4 2941441 Fax: 971 4 2941035,

Qatar: Tel: +974 4877442 Fax: +974 4873196, Kuwait: Tel: 965 2409552 / 965 7835590 Fax: 965 2409553
E-mail: Conferences@iktissad.com, www.iktissad.com






