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Tunisia’s economy achieved a growth rate of 5.5% in the years 
from 2004 to 2007 largely on the strength of a fast expansion 
in industrial production and tourism-related services, and con-
sequently increased investment spending. Growth is expected 
to rise further to more than 6% in 2008. 

The industrial production index jumped 16 percentage points 
between 2004 and 2007, paralleled with a rise in the contribu-
tion of manufacturing industry to GDP. The same is true of 
the service sector whose contribution the GDP reached nearly 
39% in 2007.

Tunisia is today a major tourist destination in North Africa and 
the Arab world. The number of tourists visiting the country 
reached 6.8 million in 2007 resulting in total receipts of more 
than TD 3 billion. Tunisia’s development strategy gives special 
importance to the promotion of the tourism sector which still 
has considerable growth potential, and offers many investment 
opportunities, particularly in new hotel and resort projects, and 
a wide range of tourism related services. 

Over the past few years, Tunisia’s economy has benefited 
from a rising flow of foreign investments and given its favo-
rable investment environment, Tunisia is expected to draw 
a larger share of investment surpluses flowing from the Gulf 
to North Africa. Tunisia also has strong ties with the EU, with 
exports to EU countries accounting for 74% of its total exports 
in 2007. 

In addition to the tourism sector Tunisia offers countless in-
vestment opportunities across most economic activities. Tar-
get sectors and projects include the new international airport, 
a modern railroad, a network of highways, power generation 
plants and water desalination stations, new oil refineries, 
manufacturing industry, real estate development, and cultural 
projects including the Cultural City in Tunis the capital.

The Tunisian Economy

Fast Growth and 
Expanding Opportunities 
for Foreign Investors

2004 2005 2006 2007
2007
FEB

bASIC ECONOMIC INDICATORS

GDP growth rate at constant prices 6.1 40 55 6.3 6.1

Breakdown of GDP by main  
sector (%)

Agriculture 12.4 10.8 10.8 10.3

Industry 28.3 29.0 29.2 29.6

Services 36.3 37.9 38.3 38.6

Industrial Production index 109.1 1109 114.0 125.0 130.1

Consumer Price Index 111.5 113.8 118.9 122.6 126.5

Consolidated balance sheet of 
Banks (billion Tunisian dinars)

Total assets 31.1 33.9 36.5 41.4 41.4

Total loans to the domestic 
economy

20.0 21.6 23.1 25.5 25.9

Total deposits 16.5 18.5 20.1 22.8 23.1

Capital account 4.0 4.5 4.9 5.5 5.5

Foreign Trade (billion Tunisian 
dinars)
Exports 12.1 13.8 15.6 19.4

Imports 159 17.3 20.0 24.4

Destination of Exports (%)

North Africa 5.55 7.2 7.8 7.6 7.5

EU Countries 79.0 74.9 71.9 73.7 73.9

Other Countries 15.9 17.3 20.0 24.4

Origin of Imports (%)

North Africa 5.0 53 6.6 5.4 6.8

-EU Countries 60.8 61.6 57.0 57.2 52.5

USA 2.8 2.5 2.8 2.9 5.6

Other Countries 31.4 30.6 33.6 34.5 35.1

Stock Market

Number of listed companies 44 45 48 51

Total market capitalization (billion 
Tunisian dinars)

3085 3840 5491 6495

Value of trading (billion Tunisian dinars) 690 1662 4607 1736



FORUM  PROGRAM

Highlights of the Forum Program

1. Latest Economic Developments and the Investment  
    Climate in Tunisia

• Performance of the Tunisian economy during 2007-2008 .
• Progress in achieving the goals of the 10-Year Economic Program  
  and the Tunisia of Tomorrow Program.
• Latest developments in the investment laws and regulations.

2. Tunisia’s Role in the North African region and the  
    Mediterranean Basin
  
• Evolution of Tunisia’s economic ties with the EU in terms of trade,  
   investments and joint projects.
• Tunisia’s position as a link between North Africa and the EU, and its  
   role in promoting European investments in the region
• Comparative competitive abilities: What are Tunisia’s advantages in  
   the Mediterranean region?

3.Main Development Projects in Tunis and the Prospective  
   Role of Private Investment in their Realization.

• The next phase of infrastructure development projects (roads, airports,  
   seaports, power plants, industrial zones, etc.) and the role expected  
   of the private sector in the realization of these projects.
• Mega real estate development and tourism projects.
• Industrial projects.
• Evolution of and prospects for direct foreign investments in funding  
  large projects.
• Role and contribution of Tunisia’s contracting and construction  
  companies in implementing large domestic projects.

4. Financing Development Projects in Tunisia: The Role of 
Banks and Arab and International Financing Institutions

• The Tunisian banking sector: Its development and present and  
   prospective role in financing the domestic economy.
• Role of Arab and international development funds in financing large  
  projects in Tunisia.
• Prospects and possibilities of future cooperation between these funds  
  and the Tunisian private sector and foreign investors in future financing  
  activities.  

5. Tunisian Agriculture and the Potential for Improving  
    Food Self Sufficiency in light of the World Food Crisis

• Developments and challenges in the agricultural sector.
• Possibilities of increasing agricultural production capacity for  
  domestic consumption and export.
• Investment opportunities in the main agro-industry projects.
• The food products industry and its potential in Tunisia.

6. Future Investment Opportunities in the Other  
    Main Sectors

• Manufacturing industry and the export industries, tourism and  
  related services.
• Construction, contracting and real estate development.
• Finance, banking and insurance.
• Information technology.
• Other sectors.

7. Growth and Performance of the Tunisian Stock Market 
    and its Competitive Potential for Investors

• Comparative performance of the main market indices.
• Main investment opportunities in the market.
• Activities of Tunisian and Arab investment funds in the Tunisian  
  market and future potential.
• Possibilities and opportunities for the entry of Arab sovereign funds  
  into the market and its potential impact.

Tunisia
economic  forum



الاسم الكامل )مع اللقب(

الوظيفة

الشركة

Prefered Full name (with title) for Badges

Occupational Title

Company

REGISTRATION FORM

Please photocopy this form for additional delegates

Mailing address

 City

 Telephone

E-mail

Type of Business

 Country

Fax

Website

METHOD OF PAYMENT                                                                                   

 Check drawn on New York (in USD), to the order of  
     “Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal”  
     Bank transfer (in USD) to Audi Bank, Hamra Branch, 
     Beirut, Lebanon. 
     Account no: 18622-461-002-034-31  SWIFT:  AUDB LB BX

  Credit Card:      Visa     Master Card
Card No:-------------------------------------------------------      

Expiry Date:----------------------------------------------------     

Signature of cardholder:-------------------------------------

600 USD (Forum fees)
664 USD (Forum + AIWA Subscription fees)

20% discount for each additional delegate from the same  
company

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATİON 
Upon registration, the Operations department will provide you with full details of accommodation facilities and rates. 

Deadline for registration 05/11/08
In case of cancellation:

Registration is not finalized until payment is settled. 

- 100% of the fee will be refunded before 26/09/2008
- 150$ service fee will be charged between 26/09/2008 
   & 15/10/2008
-  No refund is made after this date.

Substitutes are welcome.

ALL FIELDS MUST BE FILLED

5. Tunisian Agriculture and the Potential for Improving  
    Food Self Sufficiency in light of the World Food Crisis

• Developments and challenges in the agricultural sector.
• Possibilities of increasing agricultural production capacity for  
  domestic consumption and export.
• Investment opportunities in the main agro-industry projects.
• The food products industry and its potential in Tunisia.

6. Future Investment Opportunities in the Other  
    Main Sectors

• Manufacturing industry and the export industries, tourism and  
  related services.
• Construction, contracting and real estate development.
• Finance, banking and insurance.
• Information technology.
• Other sectors.

7. Growth and Performance of the Tunisian Stock Market 
    and its Competitive Potential for Investors

• Comparative performance of the main market indices.
• Main investment opportunities in the market.
• Activities of Tunisian and Arab investment funds in the Tunisian  
  market and future potential.
• Possibilities and opportunities for the entry of Arab sovereign funds  
  into the market and its potential impact.
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I want to register for Tunisia Economic Forum. 
I would like to sponsor TEF. Please send information.
I would like to advertise in TEF special issue of Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal magazine. Please send information.
As a delegate in this event, I would like to subscribe in Al-Iktissad Wal-Aamal Magazine & benefit from 20% discount
I would like more information about promotional opportunities.

     REGISTRATION FEE (Please select required choice)

Tunis: Tel: 216 71893030 Mobile: 216 98259155; Fax: 216 71890509; Lebanon: P.O. Box: 113/6194, Hamra, Beirut 1103 2100 Tel: 961 1 780200 Fax: 961 1 780206;  
Riyadh: P.O. Box: 5157 Riyadh 11422 Tel: 966 1 2922769/966 1 2932769 / 966 50 4401367 Fax: 966 1 2931837 ;  

Jeddah: P.O.Box 7030 Jeddah 21462  Tel: 966 2 6141855 / 966 50 5683337; Fax: 966 2 6519465; 
United Arab Emirates: P.O. Box: 55034  Dubai: Tel:  971 4 2941441   Fax: 971 4 2941035

Kuwait: Tel: 965 2409552 / 965 7835590 Fax: 965 2409553 - Qatar: P.O. B ox: 747 Doha-Qatar Tel: 974 4877442 Fax: 974 4873196
E-mail: conferences@iktissad.com     www.iktissad.com




